Lvarts lasting love for local youth

Lar;y Evarts has K
Started a nonproﬁt
corporatwn 50 youth
with dzsabzlmes can ‘
play sports ;i
o By MIKE. BAILEY
/ ’ Messenger Post Staff
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‘Larry Evarts has been told
he's crazy.

People, have let him know

that the project he is.about to

embarl on!is way too big and -

that there is no- way he can
handle it.
These people don t know
Larry Bvarts very well. .
The Greece resident has
always enjoyed sport.s Grow-

ing up in Naples on a farm

near Bristol Mountain, Evarts
played several sports in high
school and excelled at soccer.
Most of his five children and
11 -grandchildren were- also
into sports and he always sup-
ported them in'their activities.
If that wasn't. enough to
keep the retired Eastman
Kodak Co. worker busy, he
ventured into several outside-

the-family- -projects; including .

'startmg the: Greece Bucca:
neers Soccer Progam in 1984,
as well as acting as'director
for other'soccer programs,
like New York State West
Youth Soccer, Soccer Start
and Top Soccer.
But it was his mvolvement
. with Tan Snecer. a soccer pro- -

e

Greeces Larry Evarts has starled a nonprofll corporat!on that Is desngned to give youth

.with disabilities more opportunities to play sports.

Soma Evarts worked. .at
BOCES: for 27 years and he
often helped out with some of
the prograras that she ran. He

found it ‘satisfying, and dec1d-_

ed to do more. ;
“We have always wanted 't

. help kids meet their needs,”

Larry Evarts said. “That

includes all kxds They all'
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As Top Soccer grew, Evarts

saw thé need-for emansmn.-.-‘;j-
More children were, sngn.mg up -
but the program Wasn't blg

‘enough to hold them. * .7
‘This is- wherc his b1g,\1dea
comes in. :
Evarts. decided to step down

as director of Top Soccer and '

start;his own corporanon, Spe-
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-soccer but golf basketball

vol.leyball bowlmg and, a-long *

list of-other sports that they'

may be interested.in.
~On top of this undertakmg

Evarts' also decidéd, after see- ,
.ing a piece on. ESPN about a
~collegé that had ‘a basketball

team for swdents with disabil-

ities, that he would open his

for me to handle,” he said. o
think we will be just fine.” .
More than 90 children have
participated in the Top Soccer
program in the last six years,
"dand Evirts hopes to Iricrease
that starting this year with the
--addition of more sports-and
the adult program.
. In March of this year, Evarts

. who is president and treasur-

er, chose his wife to be his see-
retary, his good friend M1ke
Maloni to be 'vice preSLdent
, and hi$ .daughter-in-law Bren: -
" da Evarts to be second vice

' president. Doug Miller, former-

ly: of the Rochester Rhinos;.

~ will sérve as a consultant. ©

* “I Kave-surrounded’ mysél.f

+ .with great people who all have -

. a.lot.to offer,” he said. “Miké
‘owns" hiis own busmess and
. has a great busmess sense.
Brenda works at the Universi-
‘ty of Rochester and does grant
writirig and my wife has rgany

. years experience at: BOCES

We are all very. exated e
“The way’he envisions: 1t
SNSC will hdve three sessuo_x)s

-2 'fall, winter' and summer;

“with the fall sessmn gettmg
under'way in two weeks, Tge
fall s&hsmn will offer golf and. -
soccer with-the p0551b111ty<q£
* tennis. The following seasons
‘will offér many. .other sportg
_chosen_iostly by thelevef of
interest of the children.”

The youth division w111 beI
for kids’ ages 4»19 That will be
broken down into two cate:
gones for' ages 4-6 and 7-19.
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* rial Needs Soorts' Corp. They corporation up to adults as- The adult’ division’ will be fof -
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'_ ges 19 and up ) .

“The sports will-be mst.rucv-
-:tmnal in-nature.with the possi-
bility”of live games as well.
iThe program is open to all-
-chllclren and: adults with dis-

abilities.in Monroe County or
beyond. While the sites for’
many of the activities. may- be;

. in Greece, Evirts is, still Jook: -
" ing into permanent places to

host: all'the sports. -
And since the corporation is

-2 nonprofit, Evarts-will also.

need help in’other ways. He-

recewed $1,000 from Greece

,Rotary to. help with .expenses

and has received: donated golf
clubs; golﬁ balls .and basl<et~
balls:' %

He has ﬁgured the price for

_each parnc1pant to be $27 for

the seven—week Program
which }vnlll_mclyde a jersey

with the company logo, insur-
ance and awards at- the sea-
son-endmg picnic. . .

Volunteers will also be needed
10 coach the different sports.

“This is all about the kids,”
Evarts said. “This is not about
thee board or making mioney. We
don't even get a stipend. We are

jusy trying to give them 'th
opportynities that they deserve

Anyone interested in helpinp
with the SNSC can contgc
Evarts at (685) 865-9320. ‘

‘Mike Bailey can be reaché
at (585) 2479200, Ext. 308, c

mbaﬂey@mpnewspapers colgn



